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01Introduction: Revelation Chapter 1

The Testimony 
of Jesus

Some people have a hard time accepting 
reality. Some things simply sound “too good 
to be true.” That could be said of Jesus’ 
promises to those who accept Him: absolute 
forgiveness and eternal life in the presence 
of God.

On the other hand, some people cannot 
accept the clear teaching of Scripture. They 
deny the wrath of God that abides on all who 
do not obey the Son by accepting Him as 
Savior and Lord (John 3:36). They like the 
sound of a god who would not harm a fly but 
cannot abide by the living God who will pour 
out His righteous indignation on a world 
that has rejected Him. They are even more 
appalled by the idea of Jesus, the Lamb who 
was slain, administering the wrath of God. 
Yet that is exactly what Revelation teaches 
(6:16).

It has been said that Revelation is too hard 
to understand. But Henry Morris, the founder 
of the Institute for Creation Research, once 
said, “Revelation is not hard to understand. It 
is hard to believe; but if you will believe it, you 
will understand it.”

Before we dive into a chapter-by-chapter 
review of Revelation, it is critical that we 
understand upfront that this final book in 
the canon of God’s Word is not merely the 
fanciful and imaginative vision of John the 
Apostle. The very first verse in the book 
establishes that it is “The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” 
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“...hold the 
testimony of 

Jesus; worship 
God. For the 
testimony of 

Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy.”

t
Revelation

19:10

The same verse goes on to explain the purpose behind Jesus 
unveiling all that John would be tasked to record: “…which God 
gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must 
soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel 
to His bond-servant John” (NASB). Driving the point home even 
further, verse 2 tells us that John “testified to the word of God 
and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.”

Other prophets of God affirm the divine inspiration to their 
prophecies by frequently weaving in the phrase, “Thus saith 
the Lord.” But John established upfront that Revelation is the 
testimony of none other than Jesus Christ.

Revelation is unique in one other respect. No other book offers 
a promise of blessing for merely reading what is written. But 
verse 3 says, “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 
words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written 
in it; for the time is near” (NASB).  Not clear enough? Jesus 
repeats the same promise in 22:7: “And behold, I am coming 
quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of 
this book.”

Reading and hearing can be easily done. But how do you heed a 
book of prophecy—especially one as expansive as Revelation?

Revelation describes sweeping prophecies yet to be fulfilled 
and often related to God's wrath that abides on the unbelieveing 
world. How can I heed the prophetic hope and warning found 
in Revelation? By doing what Henry Morris advocated and 
believing this great book of prophecy.

In other words—taking Jesus at His word. t
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SESSION 1: The Testimony of Jesus
Read the introduction of Revelation and then answer the following questions:

What is your feeling about the book of Revelation? Do you consider it too 

difficult to understand? Have others given the impression it is impossible to 

understand?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17. How do you think these words apply to Revelation?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Whose revelation is recorded in the book of Revelation? Who wrote the book?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Satan does not want anyone to read or understand this book?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Have you ever noticed there is a blessing promised in Revelation 1:3? Do you 

believe this blessing? Why don’t you claim that blessing for yourself in prayer 

right now!

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Revelation 1:3 also declares, “the time is near.” Do you believe that? What exactly 

does “near” mean?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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https://lamblionresources.com/mp3/01-Introduction-to-Revelation-AI-enhanced.mp3
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The Testimony of Jesus 
Session 1: Introduction

I.

II.

A Heritage of Confusion

Keys to Understanding

A. Believing God Wants You to Understand

B. Accepting the Plain Sense Meaning

“If the plain sense makes sense, don’t look for any other sense, lest you end up with nonsense.”

C. Following the Table of Contents

1. “Things which you have seen” — Chapter 1

2. “Things which are” — Chapters 2 and 3

3. “Things which shall take place after these things” — Chapters 4-22

D. Watching the Time Frame of Events

1. Past, present or future?

2. Flash backs and flash forwards

E. Studying Old Testament Prophecy

F. Keeping Your Eyes Focused on Jesus

A. A Book Ignored

B. “Impossible” to Understand

C. A Psychological Barrier

D. The Breakthrough: Revelation 1:3

https://lamblionresources.com/mp3/01-Introduction-to-Revelation-AI-enhanced.mp3



